William Matsumoto
By Kaiya Van Brost and Jonas Wahanik

William Yoshi Matsumoto was born in 1927 on Vashon Island and lived with his parents and
siblings’. His parents immigrated to Vashon in 1911 where they owned and operated a farm on
the Island up until 19422, His father was Bunsaka Matsumoto and his mother was Tokiye
Matsumotos. He had six siblings: Frank, Bob, Don, Martha, Grace and James Matsumoto3. In
1931, Tokiye married Yoshinaga Usai#4, following the death of Bunsaka in 19305. William
attended school in Vashon into the ninth gradeS.

On May 16th 1942, along with all the other Japanese families on Vashon, William and his family
were forced to leave the island due to the executive order 90662. At first he and his family were
sent to the Pinedale Assembly Center in Fresno, California2. The Pinedale Assembly Center
was only operational from May 7 to July 23, which was only 78 days’. They were then sent to
Tule Lake relocation center, which was located in Modoc, California. The Tule Lake camp
expanded over 4,685 acres including farmland; the actual camp itself was only 1,100 acres. The
Tule Lake later became a camp where Japanese Americans who were labeled as disloyal were
sent, which was determined from a questionnaire8. Since William and his family were
determined as loyal, they was sent to Minidoka camp in Idaho, where they would spend their
remaining time interned2. The actual camp was 33,000 acres of land, but only 990 acres used
for housing with the rest being used for agriculture. It had harsh weather conditions, being
located in the high desert of Idaho®. While interned, he was allowed to work on a farm near the
camp named Chase Produce'? and would later join the army.

William’s time interned would come to an end as he joined the army in 194519, a year after his
brother James joined?2. After the war, he returned to Vashon Island along with most of his family,
but would not start a family of his own and remained unmarried. He remained on Vashon for the
rest of his life where he died in 2005. He is buried in the Vashon Cemetery!, where the rest of
his family is buried2.
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Willie Matsumoto.
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