Tillie Sakai
By Jack Cummings and Reese Thompson

Tillie Sakai was born around 1925 on Vashon Island, Washington.2 She lived with her
father, Ensuku, and mother, Miyoka. She had five siblings named Harry, Sumi, Metcko, Masato,
and Mori, two of which did not live with them on their berry farm in the Glen Acres area. She
completed her first year of highvschool at Vashon Island High School before they were removed
and sent to the camps.!

Tillie and her family were taken from the Island on May 16, 1942 and finally got to the
camp on July 23rd after temporarily being housed at Pinedale Assembly Center." They arrived
at an internment camp in Tule Lake, California, which was located on a dried out lake bed. The
camp was covered in small shells from the days when it used to be a lake and it was dusty with
little vegetation. The summers were dry and hot and winters extremely cold and long. Tule Lake,
including farming areas, was between 4,500-5,000 acres. The camp alone was roughly 1100
acres.® Being such a large camp, it contained just under nineteen thousand people at peak
population.6

The family did not like internment and didn’t feel necessarily loyal towards the U.S. so
they were kept at Tule Lake segregation center instead of being sent to the military or put in
roles supporting the war. The family stayed there for around 3 years, getting released in 1945
and being sent to King Hill, Idaho with a grant for relocation.!

Tillie Sakai married her husband, Ichiro Katusura, in 1951 Alamada, California.2 They
stayed there and had a child together the next year named Alan. Tillie and Ichiro moved and had
four more children; Alan, Wayne, Harold, Randall, and Robert, through 1962 in Walnut Creek,
California.2 They are all still alive today, including Tillie.
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