Takohiko Togami
By Emerson Hickman and Max Pearson

Takohiko (Tak) Togami was born April 23, 1926 in South Park, Washington.! He
was born into a family that eventually consisted of 6 people; His older brother Daigo,
younger brother Kazumy, his Sister Chizuko, his Mother Hideyo, and his Father Yutaro
who was the head of the household.? It is believed that they all worked as farm laborers
on the Togami Brothers’ Ranch.3

He went to Vashon High School as a freshman in 1940 with his brother Daigo
who was already a junior at the school." He went there till 1942 where he was exiled
and sent along with Daigo and the rest of his family to Pinedale Assembly Center.4
Pinedale was one of the assembly centers in California that mostly housed
Washingtonians. It was an 8 acre site with 269 buildings which the army split into five
“blocks”. Each person was given only a cot, there were no screens in the windows, and
a singular electrical outlet in each building. When they arrived on May 16th they were
among 549 arrivals. The camp was only open for 78 days, to which afterwards they
were split up and sent off.> The Togami family was sent along with most of Pinedale to
Tule Lake, which was located in California.4

Tule Lake was the only camp that was turned into a maximum security
segregation center. Before the internment it was a federal work facility made during the
Great Depression to house and help working young men. After the war started the U.S
requisitioned it to be made into an internment camp. 6

Prisoners who arrived at Tule Lake and all the other camps were given a
questionnaire before they left assembly centers in order to separate the loyal from the
unloyal. The last two questions asked participants if they would lay down their life for the
US and serve for it. This caused massive turmoil causing fights and conflict to break out.
Those who answered no were considered dishonest and disloyal and many of them
were sent to Tule Lake. It was considered a segregation camp because all who
answered no were eventually sent there. They were “protected” by thousands of
soldiers and tanks and guard posts. It quickly filled up and became the largest camp
overflowing its initial cap population. They had poor food, sanitation, housing, medical
care and were treated horribly. In January of 1944 martial law was enacted.®

Tak, Diago and their family had made it out in 1943. Tak had been there since
1942, and stayed until September 30, 1943. The segregation of the camp was enacted
on July 15th, Tak stayed two and a half months in the new segregation center before
leaving on September 30th when he was transferred to Minidoka Camp.”

Minidoka was located in the Idaho desert, in Jerome County, to the West of Boise
by 130 miles, and to the Northeast of Twin Falls by 20 miles. The conditions were really
bad as the temperature was either really hot (100°F and up) or really cold (below
freezing). The original occupants of the area were the Shoshone and Bannock tribes as
Minidoka is located in the area that is part of the “Great Basin Culture Area of Native
Americans.” 8

When Minidoka was turned into an internment camp the land was turned into
farmland. The camp was over 33,000 acres, but residential areas were restricted to 900
acres. The “blocks” were made up of one mess hall, a latrine, and 12 barracks. Health



issues were very present due to the lack of partitions in the bathrooms. The mess hall
was basically the activity center where parties and community events happened.®

Tak and the rest of the family were released on July 14th 1944.7 Tak was drafted
to the military in 1944 where he spent an unknown amount of time. According to his
draft card he was short of stature at 5 '4 and 125 pounds at the age of 18.10 After his
draft he and his family left for a few years to an unknown place, but around the 1950s
they all ended up in California. Most of his family, including him, resided in Fullerton or
Orange County, California. Tak died on July 10, 1978 in San Bernardino County
California at the Desert Hills Guest Ranch.3

Documents Below in order: High School Permanent Record, Draft Card, High school
group photo with Takohiko circled.
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