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 Suako’s parents, Tsuto Otsuka and Niki Otsuka, moved to Vashon from Japan to grow 
berries[¹]. Before internment, 6 year old Suako, born in 1934, lived on Vashon Island with her 
two parents and older brother[²]. Tokio, her older brother, was 17 in 1940 and just graduated 
when they left for the camps. Suako was enrolled in the Island’s grammar school. She lived in 
the Quartermaster precinct and owned a strawberry farm. Her family had many hobbies; for 
example, Tokio played football at the highschool while Haruka was a girl scout. Suako was a 
part of the tight knit community of Vashon before they were taken to the camps[⁸].


The Otsuka family was forcibly removed from Vashon Island on May 16, 1942.  They 
were first taken to Pinedale, an assembly center in Fresno, California, not far from the Fresno 
Assembly Center.  Pinedale was different from the others in that much of its population was 
from far away, mostly from Washington state and the Seattle area.  The Pinedale barracks were 
about 20 x 100 feet, were divided into even smaller living spaces, and had either concrete or 
asphalt floors. There was virtually no 
privacy, including in the shower rooms 
and latrines[³]. After Pinedale, the 
Otsuka’s were taken to Tule Lake, 
California. It was known to be the 
biggest and most conflict-ridden of the 
camps and was the last to close.  
Security at Tule Lake included a 
battalion of 1,000 military police, tanks, 
and a “man-proof” fence that was eight 
feet tall[⁴].  The Otsuka family was moved to Heart Mountain, Wyoming (seen above) in October 
1943 because of the overcrowding of Tule Lake after the “loyalty questionnaire” forced more 
people deemed “disloyal” into the camp[⁵].  At Heart Mountain they lived in a 740 acre fenced 
area, wringed with barbed wire and guarded by nine towers. There, the incarcerees grew crops 
on about 1,100 acres of land[⁶].  The Otsuka’s were interned from 1942 to 1946 when internment 
ended.  Haruka and Suako’s older brother, Tokio Otsuka, served in the military during the war 
and fought in France[⁷].


After internment, the Otsuka family moved back to Vashon where they continued to farm 
fruits such as strawberries. Their farm was fortunately not destroyed. Suako Otsuka completed 
high school on Vashon at Vashon Island High School[⁸]. The older brother, Tokio, continued to 
farm on Vashon. Their father Tsuto Otsuka passed away at the age of 72 on January 10, 1948[⁹] 
and Niki Otsuka passed away at the age of 69 on February 17, 1965. Both were buried in 
Vashon Island Cemetery.


 Shirley Suako Otsuka who was the younger of the siblings moved to Seattle around 
1952. Here she married Terry T. Kameda on October 13, 1962[¹⁰] and worked at a bookstore as 
a bookkeeper in Seattle. She lived near the YWCA which was a group for empowering working 
women in the Seattle area[¹¹].


Haruka Ishikawa Otsuka, Suako’s sister, was an experienced dressmaker but primarily 
worked picking fruits in her parents' fruit farm. She was able to speak in both English and 
Japanese[¹²]. She married Shigeto G. Ishikawa on May 20, 1950 at the age of 24[¹³]. She passed 
away at the age of 77 on October 10, 2004[¹⁴].




 The oldest sibling Tokio Otsuka would own a strawberry farm after serving in the war. 
After the war he returned to vashon to farm strawberries. He farmed at Hogsback Farm on 
cemetery road, his parents farm, and Northbourne Farm on Gorsuch road, his own[¹⁵]. He sold 
Hogsback Farm in 1996[¹⁶]. He was unfortunately killed on February 3rd, 2005 due to a farming 
accident. 





Suako Otsuka at graduation (age 18)[8]
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