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Fuji Kunugi was born on June 27th, 1926 in Mukilteo11, WA before moving to Burton, Vashon 
Island4. The Kunugi family was composed of Toyo and Kuzo 
and the four children, Hide, Kaz, Masahara, and Fuji4. The 
family owned the Kunugi Loganberry farm. Located at SW 
228th and Vashon Highway SW, the property looked over 
inner Quartermaster Harbor toward Maury Island8.

In a 1941-42 issue of 
the Vashon Island 
High School 
yearbook9, Fuji can 
be observed amongst the freshman class. Fuji would 
have partially attended her freshman year due to the 
removal of Japanese families in spring of 1942.

Following removal in May of 1942, the Kungugi family were brought to the Pinedale Assembly 
Center in Fresno, California for two months. They were then relocated to the Tule Lake 
Internment camp in California2 along with an estimated 120 Japanese Vashon residents7. Tule 
Lake, which was only in operation for about 2 years, regularly endured rough climates. This 
included long and cold winters, and hot and dry summers. Security features consisted of 28 
guard towers, multiple security fences, a military police compound, and a high security stockade 
and jail. The Japanese were housed in  more than 1,000 barracks, served by latrines, mess 
halls, and other communal buildings. The camps also included typical premises such as a post 
office, a high school, a hospital, a cemetery, factories, and more. Tule Lake was the largest of 
the 10 WRA camps at this time10.
 
During their internment, the Kunugi family suffered the loss of 
their father Kuzo who passed away in 19431. Following his 
death, family members spent over a year in Tule Lake, 
eventually being relocated on September 27th, 1943 to 
Minidoka. Fuji was freed on June 26, 19451.

Ensuing her release, Fuji relocated to Spokane, Washington with a relocation grant1. 
At this location, she got a job as a waiter. She also married a man named William A. 
Zachow at the age of 225. She lived with her husband until they subsequently 
divorced. Fuji later on remarried to Frank N. Giles6. After their marriage, they moved 
to Vancouver, Washington and had a child3. They resided here until the death of 
Frank Giles when Fuji was 50 years of age13. Years later, Fuji died in Oregon on 



February 22, 2011 around the age of 8412. She was buried in Clark County, 
Vancouver14. 
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